crops. An effect of leaf inclination is given to explain the differences observed between the different crops. The effect of vegetation structure on PAR trapping efficiency cannot explain differences of production observed between spring and autumn.
Intercepted radiation, regrowths of alfalfa over three years. This study shows that for the same leaf area index, the PAR trapping Model.
I n, efficiency is not affected by the period of regrowth of alfalfa, so that a simple relation can be used for PAR ' trapping efficiency versus LAI : F y i = 0.97(1 -e -o .ss LAI) , In relation to this experimental approach, a model of penetration of PAR through the canopy has been adapted for this crop. Similar results have been obtained. Experimental measurements and data from our model for the ratio between PAR and total transmittance of the crop have been compared with data from other authors (A NDERSON , 1969 and K UMURA , 1969) on other crops. An effect of leaf inclination is given to explain the differences observed between the different crops. (H UNT et al., 1970 ; GOSSE et al., 1981 T!M /c 7! t!cc!f 79S7.
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